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What is it that our colleagues don’t
understand? In addition to Kkeeping
guns out of the hands of those who are
too dangerous to fly, our Nation de-
pends on keeping guns out of the hands
of those who shouldn’t have them,
again, just simply expanding to gun
shows and Internet sales. Yet House
Republicans won’t even give the Amer-
ican people a vote.

Give us a vote and see how it goes.
What are you afraid of? Are you afraid?
Are you afraid that the American peo-
ple will be done and that we will have
a successful vote on no fly, no buy,
strengthening our background check
system?

So we are going to be leaving soon.
Before we left for the summer, under
the leadership of our distinguished
leader, whom we all consider a privi-
lege to call colleague, JOHN LEWIS,
there was a sit-in on the floor of this
House that reverberated across the
country. Then we left. Congress shut
down and we left.

We are about to do so again, but we
have a little time. We have a little
time to save lives. What more impor-
tant thing does any of us have to do
than to stay here and pass a law to
save lives? If somebody said to you:
You could save 90 lives by passing a bill
today, wouldn’t you do that? Or, why
wouldn’t you do that? Why wouldn’t
you do that?

It is really quite a sad thing when
people go to the movies—as my col-
league, Mr. ISRAEL, keeps pointing out.
When they go to the movies, usually
they are concerned about are they
going to be able to get their popcorn
and their whatever in time to get a
seat in the theater. Now they want to
know where the nearest exit is when
they go to the theater. What is that
about?

Some people say it is about politics
and it is just too politically dangerous
for some of our colleagues to vote for
the simple expansion of the back-
ground check legislation and passing
no fly, no buy. It is politically dan-
gerous to them. Whose political sur-
vival is more important than the lives
of these children, of those people in
church, and of those young people out
on a Saturday night, people going to
the movies? Whose political survival is
more important than protecting the
American people? That is the oath we
take, to protect and defend, whether it
is the Constitution, whether it is pro-
tecting our country’s national secu-
rity, our neighborhood security, or our
personal security.

So let’s honor our oath of office. Let
us honor our sense of responsibility.
Let us respond to those moms and fam-
ily members and survivors from polls
that said: Why? Why are you not pass-
ing legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives to prevent gun violence,
to save lives—to save lives?

So, in any case, I think it is really
important. I thank Mr. LARSON for,
again, bringing us together. We are not
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going away. This will go on and go on
and go on until we disarm hate. We are
here to save lives here and across the
country. We are not going to stop until
we enact gun violence prevention laws.
We are not going to stop until we get
the job done.

Again, I thank our leaders on this
important issue. I thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMPSON) for his
leadership for years now on this sub-
ject. Again, hopefully, it won’t be too
long before our colleagues see the light
and decide that their political survival
is not more important than the sur-
vival of little children in first grade.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

————

HONORING SHELBY POLICE DE-

PARTMENT’S OFFICER TIM
BRACKEEN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to deliver a speech to this body
that no one wants to deliver. It is with
a heavy heart that I speak today in
honor of Tim Brackeen, an officer with
the Shelby, North Carolina, Police De-
partment, who was mortally wounded
in the line of duty this past weekend.

Officer Brackeen was doing his job,
keeping our community safe, when he
was shot in the line of duty very early
Saturday morning. He passed away
from his injuries on Monday.

Officer Brackeen was only 38 years
old. He leaves behind his wife, Mikel,
and a 4-year-old daughter, Daphne.

Officer Brackeen was a law enforce-
ment officer who loved his job and
loved what he was doing. He had been
with the Shelby Police Department
since 2004 and, prior to that, was a de-
tention officer with the Cleveland
County Sheriff’s Office. For the past
several years, he had worked as a K-9
officer with his partner, Ciko. He had a
passion for his work and was well-
known throughout the community. Of-
ficer Brackeen and his dog, Ciko, often
did demonstrations to show how offi-
cers and their K-9 partners work to-
gether to keep us safe.

In 2012, Officer Brackeen’s service
and dedication to his duty was recog-
nized as he was named the Shelby Po-
lice Officer of the Year. The city of
Shelby is a truly special place, and so
was this police officer.

It was Shelby Police Chief Jeff
Ledford who summed up the officer
best when he said: “Tim was a great
person. If you want to know what Tim
was like, just look around this town.”

He is exactly right because, Mr.
Speaker, Shelby is that very special
place. It is a tight-knit community
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that still exhibits what it really means
to be a community. That was clear
Monday night when hundreds and hun-
dreds of people in this small town rep-
resenting a variety of backgrounds
packed the Court Square to pray for
Officer Brackeen’s family and his fel-
low officers. It is clear as you drive
around Shelby and the rest of Cleve-
land County and see the black and blue
ribbons and the messages of sympathy
that adorn the windows of businesses
and homes. It was clear yesterday as
police officers, firefighters, and every-
day citizens lined the streets and over-
passes to pay respect to this fallen law
enforcement officer as the procession
traveled to the funeral home.

This is not the first time I have spo-
ken on the House floor about the
Shelby Police Department. In June of
2015, after the tragedy in Charleston,
that horrific violence that occurred
there, it was the Shelby Police Depart-
ment that apprehended that vile shoot-
er in that event. What we saw then was
a community where faith leaders from
every part of that region worked hand
in hand with law enforcement to re-
place the divisions we see in other
parts of the country with conversation
and understanding that represents the
best of what is in western North Caro-
lina. I have no doubt Shelby will re-
spond to this tragedy in similar fash-
ion.

With the perpetrator of this heinous
crime captured, our focus turns solely
to paying tribute to Officer Brackeen
and his life of service.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my condo-
lences to Officer Brackeen’s family and
to the entire Shelby Police Department
as they mourn this tragic loss. May we
keep his family, fellow officers, and all
our men and women in blue in our
prayers.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today disappointed by the lack of
leadership on display in this House.
Gun violence is a terror in many of our
communities, and we must stop it. In
2016, we have had more than 10,000 pre-
ventable gun deaths in America.

Consider this: this past Labor Day,
the city I represent, Chicago, saw its
500th homicide of the year. We have
seen 3,000 people, alone, shot in 2016—
3,000 shot, 500 dead, and 90 murdered in
August, alone, in one city.

Too often we write gun violence off
as an urban condition. But the gun
deaths we are facing are not only
urban; it is everywhere and impacts us
all:

Kids died in Newtown; people were
murdered on live TV in Roanoke and
massacred in Orlando. Gun violence
has altered the lives of Speaker RYAN’s
constituents in Oak Creek, Wisconsin.
It turned fatal for Nykea Aldridge, a
mother of four young children in Chi-
cago, who was just walking back from
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